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» ‘lwhere no white man. ‘had’ been. | 
<{Oneida, they added, came from a. ee 
po flake, beyond which lived another nation 
stablished 1846. ‘istill. At the rifts at Phoenix, they, 
— ‘stopped at a fishing village Which gave 
rublished ae ot Thursday haithec: ‘mame to the rapids. There they re- 
ined ea mained over night, possibly in this 
“GAZETTE ‘PUBLISHING COMPANY. . ‘town, and there they repaired their 
ie TERMS: ‘canoes. The missionary was intent on 
One Year, m= € tes fais work, and baptized two children, 
one of them the offspring of a Christian || 

Huron captive. It was the first bap- |) 
.as|tism recorded in this town. These | 
two Frenchmen, LeMoyne and his ser- 
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at. ; of ‘all white men to see or hear of the 
~ Resolutions and Gknivorm@ hanes must be paid salt springs of Onondaga. \ 
for at the rate of five cents per line. Two years later twenty canoes passed 
up the Seneca river to Onondaga lake, 
on entering which they formed in due 
array, firing the first artillery salute 
ever heard here, from their five ‘small 
cannon. In five ranks of four each, } 
—. land: bearing a large white flag, the 
canoes glided over the waters, filled 
[with soldiers and missionaries, and 


Job Printing of every description. plain and 
ornamental, in the best style and at low prices. 
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Hey Dae ttt Batanureinas ly welcomed, and built a fort and 
> held “ “Howard Opera House,. Baldwins: dwelt for some months‘: on the east 
pe , Wednesday « “afternoon, May, “30. 1894. |Shore of the lake. Fears at last came, 

and on a cold, dark night, not two 

years later. all fled down the river for 
their lives. ‘ 

| Nearly forty years more had passed 

whena large fieet sought Onondaga 

lake again, passing as before along our: 
eastern border. The broad banner of, 

: || France waved over Count Frontenac's 

. pointed i in this direction,.and {picturesque army, in which were men 

said‘ that ithe. xiver; came ~ from . the® of high renown and battle flags from 
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four. ‘county and 1 town are a “a hundred 
years “old, but: we: ‘have 1 a history. earlier 
ithan this. “One pleasant day in August, 
‘two canoes passed’ ‘down. Seneca 

tiy lige, along our eastern line, in’ “Which 
3 o white men, the first who had 
ered that stream. Their. Ononda- 












































many a noted field. ~~ The troops cov- 
ered the waters and marched along the 
land, where their Indian allies kept'| 
sonstant watch in all the forest-round. 
fet no grand struggle awaited them. 
‘The Onondagas burned their town, 
eluded the assault, and the French |floating population always found upon 
army returned without its prey. | our frontiers. Some of the early com- 
‘Long after this the French and Eng-. ers-were meré squatters, loving th 
lish flags floated in turn on the river, -ease and freedom:6é-the wilderness and) i 
lwhich welcomed all who came. mis- | often moving oo>when, crowded. by) 
isionary or trader, hunter or soldier, neighbors a couple of miles away.’ 
‘Indian, English, French or Dutch. | Hence comes the difficulty. of ‘tellin 
The new British fort at Oswego in-]who were the first. settlers. . Early}: 
lereased travel and turned the course of | travelers mention names which others! 
grade, In war or peace our rivers,were | have not preserved, and such were 
mow thoroughfares. and it would take | some of those who built the first cabihs 
‘long to tefl of all the noted men borne | along the river's. ~ \ ; 
‘upon them. ‘Traders’ canoes, fleets} To illustrate this we may refer 0 
of bateaux, armies and camps were | two places not far off.- Clark’ “Says that 
‘often seen, and the morning and even-| Patrick McGee was the first settler at 
‘ing guns were heard from fortsontheir| Three River Point. ib: 17935 “In the 
jbanks through many years of stubborn history of the Holland Purchase: a 
strife. -pionéer, speaks of being there. at ‘Mr. 
The States became iidependent and | Bingham’s house in 1789. THis seems 
‘another change followed. The tide of|an error, for after this Mr “Bitighdm|} 
jtrayel was now peaceful. The Mili-| lived at Brewerton, a id some years} 
tary Tract was laid out and *rs=pro-| later at the Point. I have, | Aidwever,} 
cess of settlement began. Durham] two journals written in 1792, in which} 
‘boats with oars, poles and tow lines] there are accounts of Barker’ s house,} 
‘traversed the rivers. The Inland Lock} then kept at that place. ‘He had lived} 
Navigation company overcame the] therea year or thore, todk boats over} 
difficulties “of rapids and portages.|Oswego Falls, éntertained travelers, 
Houses appeared along the river banks. | and was the best ciistomer at his” onl 
A new order of things had come, and a/bar. An old settler. says that his rane 
‘ew class of people was coming. In was Simeon Barker, and that he had a 
1794 Onondaga county was organized, family: He soon drifted: farther ¢ ‘On. 
and long may it endure and prosper. Clark mentions several ‘persons ‘at 


fis have often met with traces of these ‘Brewerton 4n“1789; tin &: the: following 
early houses along-our river banks, for} years, with a school-there in i79 





the river was ong our — ighway, 
and have been told the names of some 
| pioneers who lived in them. ‘lime 
does not allow me to.dwell upon these, 
nor have they greatly affected our 
later life. Many belonged to that 









































sma§, a'mistake, for-Vanderkemp and EEA 
‘Ober TS found only t ié families of, Bing: edy 
Ithe "ea on this ‘side. the river andi 





‘ham and Simonds : “there- “in’ the latter 


ear, with the family - of. DesWattines bought it the next? year, but did not} 


{0 on Frenchman's Islarid. © vr 
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live here for. many — years afterwards. f 


Lysander formed .one of the original J acobus DePuy cleared: 50, acres here in Q 


|iniitary townships, set apart for the 
New York soldiers. of the revolution. 
| Each township had 100 lots of which 


' Lysander retains 67, the other thirty- over the rifts, which commonly required 


three beiug now in Granby. Some 
soldiers tovk up their lotsand improved 
|them. Among these was Jonathan 
| Palmer, who settled near Jacksonville 
in 1793. The proximity of that part of 
the town to Three River Point gave it. 
a certain advantage at that day, and I 
i have been told boats could go quite a 
(distances up Ox Creek. The early erec- 





‘tion of mills at Oswego ' Falls was an-: 


‘other thing borne in mind. Col. Marin- 
‘us Willett, one of the heroes of Fort 
| Stanwix, drew lot 88. where Luke Col- 
lins lived and died, and it was long re- 
tained i in the ‘Willett family. 

For convenience several townships 
were united as one town at first. Ly- 
| Sander had fifteen’ inhabitants in 1798, 
‘but. this included ‘the whole township 
|as far north as Oswego Falls, all Clay 
and.Cicero, and all. the old township of 
Hannibal altogether embracing 300 mil- 
itary ‘lots. On the. south side of, the 
‘viver, Camillus had ‘fifty-four inhabi- 
ats in 1799, but this took in the 
ee resent « towns of Camillus, . Elbridge 
j yVan° “Buren.” ‘This must be res 
iahered (“in estimating early, popu- 
on and the growth of towns. These 
\larger- then. than now. ict! 











1805- 6, which he sowed to wheat, and i 
-he waslonganoted man. Some’ em-|} 


ployment was.found in passing boats 


aid. The Indians--called, andi still Fl 
call the place, Ste-ha-hah, -‘‘Stones in 

the water,” from the. early, obstructions p 
here. -A few settlers gradually gath- | 
éred in the vicinity. of what is now f 
Baldwinsville, but little” was otherwise 
done until.Dr. Baldwin’ came here ‘and i 
began his dam in 1807. ‘The sad: story li 
of sickness and death is. well- known, Ki 
for every westbound boat carried ‘the i 
tale farther on: The few log cabins {i 
became. hospitals. and . houses of thei 
dead, and the growing village long had fi i 
a name for ill health. The canal was | 
made in 1809, and i in the same year the } 
dam was swepti:away. “New mills and jj 
a bridge were. built in 1810, for our fine | 
pine woods made.saw mills many and} 
profitable. One of our prominent cit-] 
izens, Col. James L. Voorhees, was as 

well known as the ‘‘Tall Pine of Lysan- 

der,” as by his propername. The pines 

grew high and-so thick that it was 

hard.to fell the first trees in any place. | 
Vast piles of unsaleable timber were 

burned, and for years after I came here 

some families obtained all their fuel 

from the river’s bed.- The large island} 


i 
4 
in} 


| below the lock is said. to be rE) 
| composed of slabs.” 





“Dr. Baldwin labored hard in placing] 


the village named after him on a .sure 
foundation. 
\at first, his early practice gave him, an 
linsight into civil engineering, and this 
knowledge he used in developing. the | 
| water power here. One of his first ap-, 
‘pointments was that of physician ‘and 
surgeon for the: Inland Lock Naviga- 
tion company, while if was_construct- 
ing the canal at Little Falls’ This 
was taken. He deserves a place on our 
may have suggested to him the lock 
and short canal here. In the war of 
1812 he rendered efficient service, and 
was slightly _ wounded when _Oswego 
‘| military. 1 record, as I said this morning. 
Dr. Baidwin‘had a ‘store here from 
1807 to 1813, and was succeeded by 
Judge Otis Bigelow. A humorous let- 
ter announcing the- birth of, his son, 
Payne Bigelow, I heard read last week. 
I officiated at the funeral of the latter 
less than a yearago, having long been 
his near neighbor. He died at a good 
old age, and knew well the history of 
almost every old citizen. Had he been 

| here he could have told much about the 
| town, and would have told it well, but 
thus our old citizens pass away, and! 
their knowledge is missed much when it 
is too late for its preservation. 

’ Reuben S: Orvis was the first lawyer 
here, but for a tim: Baldwinsvilie ha 
fewer cases in court than now. © Grad: 
ually it acquired more legal talent. 
Two Surrogates of the county have 
‘been among my friends here, Isaac T. 
Minard .and D. C. Greenfield. 





Although‘: a medical eer 














| might have been used for a seal or for 


soldier throughout, the, county, “com: 
|.manding the-Bytaeus¢? Cede Gort 
the crack vompany < of! they city. ¢ A 
othér’ lawyer Here, ‘Georse * ke Stim 
bury, was famous for his excellent’ iné 
terest tables. Judge “LeRoy “Morgat 
| was the- first- president of ‘our lively: 
village, and his esteemed son-in-law, N? 
M. White, some years since District. At- | 
torney, practiced law here when Ij 
first’ came... Heber Wetherby was al. 
County Sheriff of whom I used to hear}’ 
when a boy. « 
The village was incorporated in 1848, |) 







and there was no post office here until 
1817. I have heard that a hollow tree, 
near the Seneca river on the eastern 
side of the town, served as a letter-box|} 
in which the local mail was dropped, | 
as the carrier passed from Onondaga 
Hill to Oswego. Ata later day mail 
matter could be had at Onondaga 
Valley and Salina, and it was irregu- 
larly brought to Three River Point. 
When a post office was established it 
was carried for awhile on horseback. 
The first village name was Columbia, 
and I have seen a circular metallic 
stamp here bearin;r this. name, which 






stamping letters. 

The village news could be had at the 
bar-room or store, and perhaps was 
often made there, until the establish- 
ment of the Baldwinsville Republican 
in 1844, by Samuel B. West. It after- 
wards became the Onondaga Gazette, 
and one of my father’s apprentices was 
for a time one ofits publishers. When I 
came here James M. Clark, ‘‘the elon- | 



















gated Jeems,” as he called himelf, was 
its famous editor, and he may have 
owned the last. Ramage press ever 
used in this county. 

There were famous choppers in the 
early days, for there were thick forests 
to clear, and men who worked at this) 
every day learned to make their labors 
easier in many ways. One simple expe- 
dient was to chop a row of trees a little 
more than half off, and then fella heavy | the village, and asociety was organized. 
one against them, bringing all down|The Union Church, afterwards Her-| 
together, Jacobus DePuy was a great] rick’s Hall, and now a warehouse, was'i| 
chopper, ably seconded by the Loveless} finished in 1820. I recently copied a | 
family, one of, whom cleared the land | deed of a pew in this, given ‘that year 
at the old Cold Spring fort. Asa Hor- | by Stephen W. Baldwin and James L. 
ton, of Hortontown, was another fa-| Voorhees. This building became the} 
mous chopper and old settler, but this| Presbyterian church. Baptist services 
is simply to mention a few out of a| began at Cold Spring in 1813, and a/ 
small army. Log heaps reduced to| society was formed in 1818. The church | 
ashes furnished material for potash, | was removed to Baldwinsville about | 
and a vast amount of fertilizing matter |1s40. Methodist services were first 
was thus borne away which has never | held here in 1821, and the first church } 
been replaced, , The charcoal burner was built in 1844. St. Mary’s church 
eame infor his. share of the fuel, and] was erected in 1851, after earlier ser- 
the great black spots in plowed. fields} yices. Episcopal services were held as 


often show where-the coal-pits were. early as 1833, and Grace church was 
An odd circumstance brought an old | puilt in 1860. I haye been rector for 


|eitizen here. Ina frolic a party of men | twenty-nine years. 
put up some frames for small houses} Did time permit it would be pleasant 
near the canal, two of which yet re-| to speak at some length of our benevo- 
main. A report appeared in a New) lent orders, but I will barely mention 
York paper: that Baldwinsville was] twoof these. Pleiades Lodge, F. and 
booming. So many houses had gone] a. M., was chartered in 1822, but made 
[ze in oneday. Mr. George Hawley saw no returns. It was followed by Seneca 
the notice and thought there was a] River Lodge- inr 1850, and Riverside 
chance for him, as he was a builder. Chapter later. The Odd Fellows formed: 
Eventually he found it so, and lived to] Mohegan Lodge in 1845, and.it was 
thrive and do good work,- always - on{ ; ? : ; eH ey 


the square. His spare Agure and flow-. 
ing white hair were familiar sights in 
Masonic processions, and he was never 
more pleased than when doing some- 
thing for the craft. 

I suppose. iauch was said last Sunday 
on our religious societies, and these will | 
be but briefly mentioned now. The 
Presbyterians first held services here 
in 1813, in a barn near the north line of 














































lotig prosperous, I had 700 ‘mare 

| thitsiustie “‘inentber than Gar Gar“Gneient’ 
“host, O. B. Herrick, 
host in himself. Other benevolent 
orders.came later. | 
_ There have been changes in the names | 
of ‘the smal? villages around us. Plain- 
ville was once Wilson’s Corners; Ly- 
‘\sander was’ Vickery’s Settlement and 
|then Betts! Corners, by which name I 
‘| first kneyy, its Little Ytica was Paynes- 
villé; Jacksonville has been Palmer- 
town and Polkville; Baldwinsville 
itself -has been both Columbia and 
‘Baldwin’s Bridge; ‘and; ‘I ‘remember 
‘when its first ward appeared on the 
map as Macksville. - The village of Bel- 
‘| gium has been called West Cicero and 
Clay, but the building of a new bridge, 
which is now old, gave. it, its_ most fa- 
‘miliar name. This is but partially in 
our towh, but it is to be remembered’ 
'|that the first town meeting for Lysan- 































1798, when. Asa. Rice, phy enmibads was | 
‘aled ed super#isor. | 
long: the shames of. Re parlier, set- 
| tlérs are “those of Hall; Farrington, 
| Cowan, Kelly, Adams, Vickery, Wilson, 
y ‘Start. Fellows, Clark,. Beach, Parker, 
Ward, “Hemi, Robbins, Bakery: Sha r 
Tomlinson, _Hubbard;: Lusk, : 
“Lamson, Sweet, . 
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| Buck, ‘Linsday * Hickok, ‘oven, 
Fenner, Betts - Martin, Munro,, oe 
stead, Van Doren, ‘Buell, * Little, Sla u- 
son, Vedder, Vandevere,. Russ, Coffin; 


Ws 


ed 


aie ae 


other 5. 


wh 
0, Was, Fl all slaves were not free until 1830. One 


der was held at Three River Point inj 
















aah what it, is 1OW 


ace, Snow, Williams, Fancher and| 





Slavery was abolished in 1821, but 


recently died in this town, old Bishop, 
who had belonged to the Voorhees fam- 
ily. This will seem strange to the 
children of to- day, bnt the patriarchal 
institution existed for 200 years in New|)" 
York. Ihave known several of these e 
old slaves, and they clung persistently | f 
to the old families when they liked 
them. At least one of these still re- 
mains in. the county... 

There were many*odd features of the 
life of the first half of the century. 
The spinning- -wheel and:loom, the can- 
ale molds, bake kettles and brick ovens, 
curious ways of cooking, the peripatetic ® 
tailor, shoemaker and “seamstress, the 
husking bees and house raisings, officers : 
drill, company and general trainings, 
immense political processions with ky 
waving banners, Fourth of July pa-|g 
rades with real revolutionary soldiers, 
}the old fashioned choir, three days \# 
election, white covered emigrant wag- |} 
ons, droves: of cattie, great stage | 
coaches, pleasant packet boats, these. |} 

and other things which L. haye seen} 
4| pass before my mind and I. seem, almost i 
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in ‘another world. Times change _ and! 
we change with them. ag Suppose | thelj 
future has very much jin. “store, but it} 
can hardly equal the. marvglous changes } 
of the last hundred years. A century. 
ago this was. Sa. wilderness . 











Residents of Lysander l.Y. 
1802 - 1813 

from day book of Eligur Brace. 
Walter Colton 
Chaunce} Cats?(Cates?) Coats is correct intrepetation 
MeBrace,Samel J. 
Rize, Ase 

Ase 

Rize,Heman (son KXx#H) 
Bishop, Sylvanus 
Brent ,Jd¢éK(Joel}jmay be Brunt) or Burt 
Montgomery, Louis 
Kinney ,¥.-ack (may=beapEntfer=Tacow-) Soa. og 
Raner, Jacob 
Grammin, Mre 
Sikes ,Samel 
Perry ,James 
Beckwith, Nathan 
Garden, Newcomb 
Brace ,Arthur 
McDonnald,John 
Perry, Elezur 
also spelt Hawks 

Haaks , Edmend 

Vramen, Simeon 

Lewis ,William 

Brace ,John C 
2 Adams , Truman 


Parks,Elias (may be meant for Burks) 
Harmen, Asher 


Rice.Asa 
may be his trade,not name - and same asEdmund 


Hawkes , Tanner . 
Hammer,(or Hummer) Arthur 
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Hammer,Asher (or Hammon) 
Colton,Carlos? 
Parks , Mereh? 
Doloway, Mr 
McNair, Matthew 
Bronson, Alvin 
Miner, Absalom 
Newton, John 
Kinney, Isaac 
O'Keefe, Mr 
Peck,Solomon 
Hugenin, Daniel 
Nelson, Nathan 
Pond, Megs 
Hammon, Edward 
Clark, Theodatus 
Picket,Samel B 
Vickery, Maniey 
Avery,James 
Smith,William 
Smith, Bitz? 
Tinkham, Abisha 
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